
hony; J McCarthy, J O’Leary; G Hurley, S O’Neill
(c), D O’Donovan; D Barron, M O’Sullivan, S
Coughlan.
Subs: A Coakley for J Lavin (37), S McCarthy for
D Barron (50).
Referee: Ger Ahern (Canovee).

Sheedy, J Sheedy; C O’Reilly, D O’Callaghan, A
Sheedy.
Subs: P Burke for J Fitzgerald (50), K Barry for D
Roche (63).
BANTRY BLUES: J Connolly; S Hanley, K Har-
rington, C O’Leary; J Lavin, S O’Leary, R O’Ma-

in search of the equaliser, but the
black and red were resolute – headed
up by plucky full back Eoin McHugh
and wing-back Eoin O’Regan.

In the second minute of stoppage
time, Brian O’Reilly pushed the lead
out to two. And Shanballymore fa-
mously held out for a memorable vic-
tory.

It was heartbreak for Bantry Blues
as their wait continues.

Shanballymore, meanwhile, en-
sured the silverware returns to the
north Cork division following Bally-
clough’s triumph 12 months ago.
Scorers for Shanballymore: B O’Reilly and J
Sheedy (0-4 f) 0-5 each, D O’Callaghan 1-0, E
O’Regan (65), J Fitzgerald, M Burke, A Sheehy
and C O’Reilly 0-1 each.
Scorers for Bantry Blues: S O’Neill 0-9 (0-8 f, 0-1
65), D O’Donovan 1-0, S O’Leary 0-2, A Coakley
and S Coughlan 0-1 each.
SHANBALLYMORE: D Fitzgibbon; R Burke, E
McHugh, J Dennehy; J Fitzgerald, S Lynch, E
O’Regan; M Burke, D Roche; B O’Reilly (c), B

scoring their opponents five points to
one, to leave them trailing by a brace
of points with the final 10 minutes re-
maining.

O’Neill, sub Arthur Coakley and
O’Leary all rifling over inspirational
white flags and leaving the outcome
very much in the balance.

O’Neill and O’Leary were on target
again and by the 56th minute Bantry
trailed by the minimum, 1-12 to 1-13.
They then chose to go short from a
free and it didn’t work out.

Now, at a crucial juncture in the
match, Colman O’Reilly angled over
a tremendous point from out by the
sideline to stretch Shanballymore’s
advantage.

Back came the Blues once more.
After referee Ger Ahern moved the
ball forward for dissent, O’Neill hit
his ninth point from placed balls.

With normal time elapsed, Bantry
threw everything at Shanballymore

And how fitting that it was one of
their brightest young stars, Brian
O’Reilly who raised the county jun-
ior B silverware aloft.

In a heart-stopping finale, and
with just the minimum between the
teams, skipper Brian raced forward
to notch the insurance point in stop-
page time.

The wing-forward registered five
sparkling points and along with his
brother Colman was one of two sets
of brothers that featured in the Shan-
ballymore forward unit alongside
Brian, Jamie and Alan Sheedy.

After surviving this battle royale,
the north Cork side will return to the
junior A grade. And while there was
very little to separate them, what im-
pressed most was they never buckled
under pressure.

Conor Hannon has been involved
in many close contests as a player
with Shanballymore. Now, as a men-
tor, accompanied by Jim O’Sullivan,
Tom Palmer and Pat Walsh, he said
this day has been a long time coming.

“We have been stuck in the junior
B division for a while. It is great to get
out of it. We were probably the better
side but we still could not get away
from Bantry Blues.

“We dug in when they came back
at us and we got those couple of
scores. It ebbed and flowed to the
end. But, Shanballymore are well ca-
pable of playing junior A hurling and
they know that. This is where we
want to be.”

On route to the final, the Avondhu
side had defended courageously and
this was no different, restricting the
Bantry Blues attack to 1-2 from play –
the goal arrived early on in the
fourth minute and the only other two
points from play came from centre-
back cum midfielder Sean O’Leary -
a member of the Cork minor football
squad in 2014.

While Shanballymore were rocked
by Darren O’Donovan’s electrifying
solo goal, they responded with five
points on the trot to move 0-6 to 1-0
ahead after quarter of an hour.

Aided by a strong wind, their wide
tally was worrying, especially as the
west Cork team had cut the margin to
a solitary point by half-time (1-5 to 0-
9).

Shane O’Neill was a constant
thorn in their side, so accurate from
the dead ball and when Bantry
struck four points in a 10-minute
spell on the approach to the change-
over, Shanballymore had it all to do.

However, they regrouped bril-
liantly, and whilst Jamie Sheedy and
Brian O’Reilly starred in the opening
half scoring stakes, Dylan O’Callag-
han got in for a vital green flag five
minutes after the restart.

It came following good controlled
play from their goalkeeper Declan
Fitzgibbon and a well-worked point
from Brian O’Reilly.

First it was Jack McCarthy who
saved on the line from Alan Sheedy,
however, they were powerless when
O’Callaghan finished the rebound to
the Bantry net.

A Jamie Sheehy converted free
saw the gap grow to 1-11 to 1-5 inside
the first 10 minutes of the second
half.

But Bantry Blues produced an-
other passage of great hurling, out-

�

MAN OF THE MATCH: Shanbally-
more captain Brian O’Reilly tortured
Bantry with five glorious points.

SCORE OF THE MATCH: Ban-
try’s Shane O’Neill scored nine
points from placed balls — all of
which were impressive. So too was
Sean O’Leary’s brace. But, Colman

O’Reilly’s point for Shanballymore
in the 60th alleviated the pressure.

TURNING POINT: Shanbally-
more motored along nicely, but
would they have won without a
goal? Probably not. Dylan O’Callag-
han’s green flag was key.

ENTERTAINMENT VALUE:
Never more than a five-point game,
the outcome kept patrons gripped.
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