
TOMORROW
Cork County IHC fourth

round: Dripsey v Grenagh,
Donoughmore, 4pm.

A MID-Cork derby which is a
repeat of last year’s opening
round encounter which was
won handsomely by Grenagh
on a scoreline of 2-18 to 0-10.

Dripsey subsequently con-
tested the relegation play-off,
defeating St Catherine’s in
that make or break game and
were expected to be sailing in
choppy waters again this time
after being well beaten by
Meelin in round one.

However ,  they  su bse -
quently overcame Milford in
round two to banish any fears
of another knife edge season
and they’ll go into this game
believing that they can do
much better than 12 months
ago.

On that day in Blarney Tom
Kenny was outstanding, de-
livering some superb points
all through and being hugely
in str umenta l  in  the  v ic -
tory. Whilst Dripsey were
facing into a relegation battle,
Grenagh made it through to
the semi-final, losing to event-
ual  winners  Fermoy and
they’d love to at least surpass
that this time.

However, it’s all about their
Mid-Cork neighbours again
and a recent league defeat to
Castlemartyr was comprehen-
sive.

In fact their overall league
record is very poor, just two
wins from nine outings while,
in the same division three sec-
tion, Dripsey have four wins
from eight games but league
results of course can be mis-
leading.

Derby games in any divi-
sion are difficult to nail down
but 12 months ago Dripsey
were well beaten by their op-
ponents in Donoughmore.

This Dripsey team contains
quite a number of the team
that blazed a trail of success to
Croke Park in the All-Ireland
junior club championship not
all that long ago and it’s on
that experience that they will
rely on again.

Diarmuid O’Riordan is one
of the best hurlers around at
this level and Mark O’Sullivan
featured on a Cork senior
team in the past.

John Carey is a very de-
pendable defender while Pat
O’Riordan and David Buckley
are two more players who
usually give it their very best
shot.

Free-taking could play a big
part here, Kenny usually very
proficient from the dead ball
for Grenagh and Diarmuid
O’Riordan equally so for Drip-
sey. Based on last season,
Grenagh will carry the fa-
vourites tag again but the ex-
pectation is that it will be
much closer on this occasion.

Curbing the influence of
Kenny will  be prioritised
where Dripsey are concerned
and it should be an interesting
affair. The expectation is that
Grenagh will prevail again.

Verdict: Grenagh.
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something that Shanballymore will be
acutely aware of and curbing the
threat of Shane O’Neill be a priority.

Playing in Páirc Uí Rinn in a county
final represents a new departure for
both teams and a good start could well
set one of them on the road.

It’s a huge occasion for both teams
and settling into it early will be import-
ant and, whilst Bantry are expected to
provide a stern challenge, the smart
money will be on Shanballymore and
they should prevail.

Verdict: Shanballymore.

rington and Barron better known as
footballers.

Shanballymore are captained by
Brian O’Reilly who is a key figure on
the team while his brother Colman has
done quite a bit of the scoring on the
journey.

Haulie and Richard Burke, Eoin
McHugh, Dylan Callaghan and the
Sheedys, Brian and Jamie are also ex-
pected to be leading lights over the
hour.

Bantry have shown that they pos-
sess the ability to get goals and that is

peded their progress. Bantry, as afore-
mentioned, have played two games
more and belted in 11 goals in those
five outings, scoring five against Balli-
nacurra.

Bantry’s toughest encounter was
against Dromtariffe when they had to
dig out a 2-11 to 2-9 victory and that
game should stand to them here, the
ability to grind out a win.

Shane O’Neill, Kevin Harrington,
Declan Barron, Jack McCarthy and
goalkeeper John Connolly should be to
the forefront of their challenge, Har-

TONIGHT
Cork County JBHC final :
Shanballymore v Bantry, Páirc Uí

Rinn, 8.15pm

Shanballymore would have a much
richer heritage with the sliothar than
their opponents whose successful
deeds have been achieved on the foot-
ball field.

But it’s an even playing field for both
here in a competition that is growing
in stature with every passing year and
selecting the winner is no easy task.

Bantry have had to negotiate a more
difficult route to the final, playing five
games as against three for Shanbally-
more. Bantry in fact got off to a losing
start, coming in second to Araglen in
round one but using the backdoor very
effectively they now find themselves
just an hour away from glory.

Whilst the chapters of success with
the bigger ball are well documented,
hurling mattes in the club are still in
the infancy stage with the adult team
being re-established just six years ago
The progress since then has been grad-
ual, losing twice to very strong Rath-
peacon sides and to West Cork neigh-
bours Skibbereen in 2013 in the
quarter-final by just a point.

But now they have arrived at the
gates to the promised land with Shan-
ballymore barring their entry and,
whilst the North Cork team are pencil-
led in as favourites on the basis of their
greater pedigree as a hurling club, the
expectation is that it will go down to
the wire.

Shanballymore won all their games
on the way fairly convincingly and
their points haul to date is very im-
pressive, racking up a total of 63 points
in their three outings against Lough
Rovers, Randal Óg and Araglen.

They scored just three goals in those
three assignments but that has not im-

10 to 0-5 victory. They’ve a talented half-back line of
Daniel O’Leary, Dan McCarthy and Ray Collins, but
it’s general balance of the side which gives Kilmeen a
lot of optimism.

Grange have also played four games, including a
replay and they’re probably more battle-hardened,
especially after surviving a couple of close shaves in
the local derby semi-final against Ballyhooly.

It’s their first county final in 36 years, though
they’ve also been knocking on the door in recent
times, as well, reaching the last four in 2014.

Midfielders Kurt Wheeler and Devon Roche are
key figures, as are half-backs Michael Hennessy,
Gary Burke and Darren Roche while full-forward
Dave Keating is a major goal-threat and keeper
Derek Slattery has plenty of soccer experience.

All the signs point to a Kilmeen success, but
Grange will make them battle for the title.

Verdict: Kilmeen.

Kilmeen had a relatively trouble-free march to the
final, winning their four games comfortably enough
with Goleen offering the stiffest resistance in a six-
point defeat, 1-11 to 0-8.

Indeed, Goleen provide an interesting link to the
finalists because Grange also played them in round
one, when they won by 2-8 to 0-9.

Kilmeen might have seemed to be in a spot of
bother against Whitechurch in a game played in foul
conditions, but they dominated after half-time des-
pite playing against the wind.

U21 player Jonathan Deasy and Darren Santry
claimed goals in a 3-13 to 0-4 rout to set-up a semi-
final against neighbours Kilbrittain, who were never
allowed into their stride as Kilmeen powered on in 2-

TONIGHT
County Junior B Football Championship final:

Kilmeen v Grange, Páirc Ui Rinn, 6.30pm.
WILL it be third time lucky for Kilmeen from Ross-
more outside Clonakilty or will first-time finalists
Grange in the north of the county gatecrash the
party?

Having been the original winners back in 1984, Kil-
meen enter the arena on the back of two defeats in
three years, having lost agonisingly to Castlelyons
last year and to O’Mathunas in the 2012 edition.

Kilmeen, who are also in the U21 B decider against
Cill na Marta on August 14, were pipped at the post
by Castlelyons, who scored 1-1 in injury-time to stun
their opponents. O’Mathunas scored the only goals
in 2012 in a 2-9 to 0-9 triumph.

The most recent meeting between the teams came
in the quarter-final in 2011, when Kilmeen won by 1-
10 to 1-7 to suggest it’s going to be close again.
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